
COMPETING VISIONS 
OF AMERICA AT 250

POLITICS, RELIGION, AND 
AMERICAN IDENTITY





COMPETING VISIONS 
OF AMERICA AT 250

POLITICS, RELIGION, AND 
AMERICAN IDENTITY



Acknowledgments 
The survey was designed and conducted by PRRI. The survey was made possible through the 
generous support of the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, and the 
Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program at Shelter Rock.

PRRI Team:

•	 Melissa Deckman, Ph.D., CEO

•	 Robert P. Jones, Ph.D., President and Founder

•	 Diana Orcés, Ph.D., Director of Research

•	 Madelyn Snodgrass, Research Associate

•	 Rosalind Marfo, Research Assistant

•	 Eliza Davis, Research Intern

•	 Robert K. King, Research Intern

•	 Daniel Hoagland, Director of Operations and Budgeting

•	 Colleen Ross, Director of Communications

•	 Avery Park, Communications Assistant 

•	 Tim Duffy, Graphic Design

We would also like to thank West End Strategy for providing communications outreach. 

PRRI 
1400 16th Street NW, Suite 525 
Washington, DC 20036 
www.prri.org For more information, contact info@prri.org



Contents
2 	 Executive Summary

6 	 Introduction

6 	 Favorability Ratings 

19	 Democracy and U.S. National Identity

24 	 Hopes and Fears About America’s Future

36 	 What Kind of a Nation Do We Want to Be?

40 	 What It Means to Be “Truly American”

44 	 Appendix. Survey Methodology

46 	 About PRRI



2 COMPETING VISIONS OF AMERICA AT 250 | POLITICS, RELIGION, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY

Executive Summary
Trump’s favorability continues to decline since 2024, driven by independents and less 
committed Republicans. 

•	 More than a year into the second Trump administration, Trump’s favorability rating has 
declined from 41% before the 2024 election to 34%, while 62% of Americans now view him 
unfavorably.

•	 While 79% of Republicans continue to hold favorable views of Trump, compared with 25% of 
independents and 5% of Democrats, favorability has declined among Republicans and inde-
pendents since September 2024 (from 84% and 37%, respectively).

•	 Favorability remains high and stable among strong Republicans (91%), but has declined 
among less committed Republicans, falling from 70% to 63% among “not very strong Repub-
licans” and from 65% to 48% among “Republican leaners.”

Pope Leo XIV is viewed more favorably than Trump by most Americans, except for 
Republicans and conservative white Christians.

•	 Americans hold more favorable views of Pope Leo XIV than of President Trump (56% vs. 
34%). Democrats (73% vs. 5%) and independents (55% vs. 25%) are more likely to view Pope 
Leo XIV favorably than Trump, while more Republicans view Trump favorably than the new 
Pope (79% vs. 47%). 

•	 White evangelical Protestants and Christian nationalism Adherents and Sympathizers are 
more likely to view Trump favorably than Pope Leo XIV, while members of all other religious 
groups, as well as Christian nationalism Skeptics and Rejecters, hold more favorable views of 
the new Pope than of Trump. 

Americans largely hold unfavorable views on how Trump is handling the war in Iran and 
immigration.

•	 Two-thirds of Americans hold unfavorable views of Trump’s handling of the War in Iran 
(66%), compared with 29% of Americans who hold favorable views. Republicans are the most 
supportive (67%), compared with 21% of independents and just 4% of Democrats.

•	 White evangelical Protestants (59%) and Christian nationalism Adherents (60%) are the only 
groups where majorities hold favorable views of Trump’s handling of the war in Iran.

•	 More than one-third of Americans (37%) rate President Donald Trump’s handling of immigra-
tion favorably, compared with 58% who rate his actions unfavorably.



COMPETING VISIONS OF AMERICA AT 250 | POLITICS, RELIGION, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY 3

More Americans increasingly view Trump as a “dangerous dictator” rather than a “strong leader.”
•	 A majority of Americans agree “President Trump is a dangerous dictator whose power 

should be limited before he destroys American democracy” (59%), up from 52% in March 
2025, compared with 38% who agree “President Trump is a strong leader who should be 
given the power he needs to restore America’s greatness.” 

•	 Most Democrats (91%, up from 87% in March 2025) and independents (65%, up from 56% in 
March 2025) agree with the first statement, while most Republicans agree with the second 
statement (78%, down from 81% in March 2025).

National pride and the belief that God has granted America a special role in human history 
are strongest among Republicans, but pride in America’s economy and democracy is low. 

•	 Just half of Americans are extremely or very proud of being an American (51%) or of Ameri-
ca’s 250-year history (49%): Most Republicans (83% and 82%, respectively) are extremely or 
very proud, compared with over four in ten independents (43% and 44%), and three in ten 
Democrats (31% and 28%).

•	 Fewer Americans are extremely or very proud of America’s economic achievements (34%), 
America’s good moral example for the world (24%), and the way democracy is working in 
America today (18%).

•	 Just 44% of Americans agree with the idea that God has granted America a special role in 
human history, compared with a slim majority who disagree (52%).

•	 In 2012, majorities of nearly all religious groups agreed that God has granted America a 
special role in human history. Today, only four religious subgroups hold this view: Latter-day 
Saints, white evangelical Protestants, Hispanic Protestants, and Black Protestants.

Belief in the American Dream remains strongest among Republicans, but has declined over 
time, particularly among Hispanic and AAPI Americans, women, and young Americans.

•	 Americans are divided on whether the American Dream—that if you work hard, you’ll get 
ahead—still holds true today (49% agree vs. 50% disagree). Republicans are notably more likely 
to believe in the American Dream (76%) than independents (46%) and Democrats (30%).

•	 Across all racial, gender, and age groups, the belief in the American Dream declined from 
2024 to 2026, with the sharpest declines among Hispanic and AAPI Americans, women, and 
young Americans ages 18-29.

Most Americans believe the country is in danger of losing important democratic rights and 
freedoms; Republicans remain evenly divided on the issue. 

•	 More Americans agree that “we are in real danger of losing important democratic rights and 
freedoms we have had in this country” (68%) than “important democratic rights and free-
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doms we have in this country will remain protected into the future” (29%). Most Democrats 
(86%) and independents (70%) agree with the first statement, while Republicans are divided 
(51% vs. 47%).

•	 Majorities across all religious traditions, Christian nationalism groups, and demographics 
agree that we are in real danger of losing our democratic rights and freedoms.

Most Americans believe America is in danger of losing its culture and identity, and remain 
divided over whether the values of Islam are at odds with American values.

•	 Most Americans (60%) agree that America is in danger of losing its culture and identity (up 
from 55% in 2016). Since 2016, Republicans (from 80% to 69%) have become less likely to 
agree, while independents (from 52% to 59%) and Democrats (from 40% to 54%) have be-
come more likely to do so.

•	 Americans are divided on whether the values of Islam are at odds with American values and 
the American way of life (50% agree; 46% disagree). These views have remained relatively 
stable since 2011, despite a notable decline in 2022.

•	 Since 2011, views on whether Islam is at odds with American values have become more 
polarized, with Republicans growing more likely to agree (from 63% to 76%), and Democrats 
less likely to do so (from 40% to 30%).

Most Americans prefer the United States to cooperate with other nations than to use military 
force, except for Republicans and conservative white Christians.

•	 Most Americans agree more with the statement “I would prefer the U.S. to be a reliable 
neighbor that cooperates with other nations and only uses military force as a last resort” 
(70%) than with the statement “I would prefer the U.S. to be known as a mighty nation that 
does not hesitate to use military force to defend our interests” (27%). Most Democrats (90%) 
and independents (75%) agree with the first statement, while a slim majority of Republicans 
agree with the second statement (52%).

•	 Except for white evangelical Protestants and Christian nationalism Adherents, solid majori-
ties across all groups favor the cooperation statement over the use of force statement.

Most Americans remain committed to a vision of America that is religiously and racially diverse. 
•	 Most Americans (64%) prefer the U.S. to be a nation made up of people belonging to a 

wide variety of religions rather than one primarily made up of people who follow the 
Christian faith (34%). 

•	 Most Americans (77%) prefer the U.S. to be a nation made up of people from all over the 
world rather than one primarily made up of people of Western European heritage (20%).
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•	 Most Americans across all groups prefer a religiously and a racially diverse nation, while 
white evangelical Protestants, Christian nationalism Adherents and Sympathizers are more 
likely to prefer a nation primarily made up of Christians.

There is a broad consensus on civic ideals as important traits to being truly American, but 
more disagreement as to whether being Christian or being of Western European heritage is 
necessary to being truly American.

•	 Most Americans say believing in individual freedoms (93%), the Constitution (91%), and the 
Declaration of Independence (88%), accepting diverse backgrounds (89%), respecting Amer-
ican political institutions and laws (88%), and speaking English (75%) are important to “being 
truly American.” 

•	 Smaller majorities say believing in God (57%) and being born in the U.S. (54%) are true Amer-
ican traits. Fewer Americans say being Christian (43%), having military-ancestor ties (42%), or 
Western European heritage (23%) are important to being truly American. 
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Introduction
PRRI interviewed more than 5,000 adults to assess Americans’ views on national identity, politics, 
religion, democracy, and cultural change. Specifically, this report explores favorability toward po-
litical and religious leaders and movements, including President Donald Trump and Pope Leo XIV, 
as well as Trump’s handling of immigration and the war in Iran. The report also highlights Ameri-
cans’ levels of pride in the country, democracy, the economy, and America’s historical and moral 
standing. Finally, the report explores competing visions of American identity and democracy. 

Favorability Ratings 
Donald Trump
More than a year into the second Trump administration, 34% of Americans hold favorable 
views of Trump, down slightly from 36% in February and 7 percentage points lower than in 
September 2024 (41%) ahead of the last presidential election. Six in ten Americans view Trump 
unfavorably (62%). 

Nearly eight in ten Republicans (79%) continue to hold favorable views of Trump, compared with 
one-quarter of independents (25%), and just 5% of Democrats. However, favorability among Re-
publicans and independents has continued a downward trend since September 2024, when 84% 
of Republicans and 37% of independents viewed Trump favorably.1

When examining Trump’s favorability ratings by a 7-point party identification scale between 2024 
and 2026, the sharpest decreases occur among independents and Republican-leaning voters. 
Among “strong Republicans,” favorability remains high and stable, standing at around 91%. How-
ever, support among less committed Republicans has weakened significantly, with favorability 
among “not very strong Republicans” dropping 7 points, from 70% to 63%. “Republican lean-
ers” show the largest decline, falling 17 points from 65% to 48%. Significant declines were also 
evident among true independents (those who don’t lead toward either party), who experienced 
a 21-percentage point decrease, from 35% to 14%. Democrats of all leanings remained virtually 
unchanged in their view of Trump over the last two years.

1	 For more information on Trump favorability, see: https://prri.org/spotlight/new-poll-amid-ongoing-war-in-
iran-trump-support-drops-among-independents-and-republican-leaners/

https://prri.org/spotlight/new-poll-amid-ongoing-war-in-iran-trump-support-drops-among-independents-
https://prri.org/spotlight/new-poll-amid-ongoing-war-in-iran-trump-support-drops-among-independents-
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President Trump vs. Pope Leo XIV
Americans hold more favorable views of Pope Leo XIV than of Trump. Overall, 56% of Americans 
view the new pope favorably, compared with 34% who view Trump favorably. Democrats (73%) 
are notably more likely than independents (55%) and Republicans (47%) to hold favorable views 
of the new pope. By contrast, favorable views of Trump are much higher among Republicans 
(79%), compared with 25% of independents and just 5% of Democrats.

Favorable views of the new pope also differ across religious groups. White Catholics remain the 
most favorable toward Pope Leo (75%), though their favorability is notably lower than it was to-
ward Pope Francis (90%) in 2015. Majorities of Jewish Americans (66%), Hispanic Catholics (64%), 
white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (61%), other non-Christians (56%), and religiously un-
affiliated Americans (54%) also view Leo favorably, while Black Protestants (52%) and Latter-day 
Saints (47%) are divided. White evangelical Protestants (41%) and Hispanic Protestants (35%) are 
the least likely to hold favorable views of Leo. 

FIGURE 1.  Decline in Trump Favorability Between 2024 and 2026, by Party Affiliation  
and Leaners
Trump favorability (2026) and percentage-point change over time:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2024 and 2026.
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When examining all Catholics by party, Republican Catholics are more likely to hold favorable 
views of Trump (76%) than Leo (67%), while Catholic independents (73% vs. 29%) and Democrats 
(79% vs. 8%) are more likely to view the new pope favorably than Trump. Across all other Catholic 
demographic groups, including by levels of religious attendance, Catholics are substantially more 
likely to hold favorable views of Leo than Trump.

FIGURE 2.  Favorability of Pope Leo XIV vs. Donald Trump, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who hold very or somewhat favorable views of ______:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.
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While Christian nationalism Adherents (73% vs. 37%) and Sympathizers (59% vs. 47%) are signifi-
cantly more likely to hold favorable views of Trump than of the new pope, the opposite is true 
among Christian nationalism Skeptics (58% vs. 31%) and Rejecters (70% vs. 7%), who hold more 
favorable views of Leo than of Trump.

TABLE 1.  Favorability of Pope Leo XIV vs. Donald Trump Among Catholics, by Party, Religious 
Attendance, and Key Demographics
Percent who hold very and somewhat favorable views of_______: 

Donald Trump
Pope Leo XIV, leader of the Roman 

Catholic Church

All Catholics 37 71

Republican 76 67

Independent 29 73

Democrat 8 79

Attend weekly+ 37 77

Attend monthly/yearly 45 70

Attend seldom/never 32 70

White 46 75

Hispanic 23 64

Men 42 70

Women 32 73

18-29 21 71

30-49 32 66

50-64 44 72

65+ 43 78

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.
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Trump’s Handling of Immigration
More than one-third of Americans (37%) hold favorable views of how Trump is handling immi-
gration, while 58% hold unfavorable views. These views have changed little since February (35% 
favorable views, 61% unfavorable views), but continue a downward trend from March 2025, when 
Americans were evenly divided (48% approved and 49% disapproved). Favorable views of Trump’s 
handling of immigration have dropped across all partisans since March 2025, with significant 
declines among Republicans (from 90% to 82%) and Democrats (from 13% to 6%). Notably, fa-
vorable views of Trump’s handling of immigration have dropped 17 points among independents, 
from 48% to 31%.

FIGURE 3.  Views on Trump’s Handling of Immigration, 2025 and 2026, by Party 
Percent who _____ handling immigration:			 

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2025 and 2026.
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Across white religious groups, white evangelical Protestants are the most supportive, with 72% 
expressing favorable views of Trump’s handling of immigration, followed by white Catholics 
(54%), Latter-day Saints (52%), and white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (51%). By contrast, 
only 35% of Jewish Americans, 28% of Hispanic Protestants, 24% of the religiously unaffiliated, 
19% of members of other non-Christian religions, 17% of Hispanic Catholics, and 16% of Black 
Protestants hold favorable views of how Trump is handling immigration. Favorable views of 
Trump’s handling of immigration have declined across all religious groups since March 2025, with 
the steepest decline among members of non-Christian religions, from 43% to 19%. 

FIGURE 4.  Views on Trump’s Handling of Immigration, 2025 and 2026, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who _____ handling immigration:	

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2025 and 2026.
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Strong majorities of Christian nationalism Adherents (73%) and Sympathizers (62%) view Trump’s 
handling of immigration favorably, compared with 34% of Skeptics, and just 10% of Rejecters.2

White Americans (49%) are significantly more likely than AAPI (30%), multiracial (23%), Hispanic 
(19%), and Black (16%) Americans to favor Trump’s handling of immigration, and slightly more 
likely to do so since February (45%). White Americans without a college education have become 
particularly more favorable, from 50% to 55%, while those without a college education have re-
mained stable (39% vs. 40%).

Older Americans are more likely than younger Americans to hold favorable views of Trump’s han-
dling of immigration, as are non-college graduates and men, compared with college graduates 
and women. 

Trump’s Handling of the War in Iran
Americans largely disagree with how Trump is handling the war in Iran. Two-thirds hold unfavor-
able views (66%), compared with 29% of Americans who hold favorable views. Republicans are 
the most supportive, with 67% expressing favorable views, compared with 21% of independents 
and just 4% of Democrats. 

White evangelical Protestants (59%) are the only religious group where a majority holds favorable 
views of Trump’s handling of the war in Iran. Just four in ten or fewer members of all other reli-
gious groups hold favorable views, including white Catholics (40%), white mainline/ non-evangel-
ical Protestants (39%), Latter-day Saints (39%), Jewish Americans (30%), and Hispanic Protestants 
(26%). Religiously unaffiliated Americans (17%), Hispanic Catholics (16%), other non-Christians 
(14%), and Black Protestants (11%) are the least likely to hold favorable views.

Most Christian nationalism Adherents (60%) hold favorable views of Trump’s handling of the war 
in Iran, compared with 51% of Sympathizers, 24% of Skeptics, and just 5% of Rejecters.

2	 To measure Christian nationalism, PRRI used a battery of five questions based on respondents’ answers to 
(1) The U.S. government should declare America a Christian nation, (2) U.S. laws should be based on Chris-
tian values, (3) If the U.S. moves away from our Christian foundations, we will not have a country anymore, 
(4) Being Christian is an important part of being truly American, and (5) God has called Christians to exercise 
dominion over all areas of American society. Each respondent receives a composite score on the Christian 
nationalism scale (with a range of 0 to 1) and is then assigned to one of the four groups. For more informa-
tion about how measures are constructed and Christian nationalism more generally, please see our previ-
ous reports:  A Christian Nation? Understanding the Threat of Christian Nationalism to American Democracy 
and Culture, Support for Christian Nationalism in All 50 States: Findings from PRRI’s 2023 American Values 
Atlas, and Christian Nationalism Across All 50 States: Insights from PRRI’s 2024 American Values Atlas.

https://prri.org/research/a-christian-nation-understanding-the-threat-of-christian-nationalism-to-american-democracy-and-culture/?_gl=1*1x8xqvd*_gcl_au*MTc3Mjc2Njk1Ni4xNzU1NDYxNjYw*_ga*MTI4MDM2MjQ0OC4xNzQ3NjY5ODc1*_ga_0B2WQXPZMT*czE3NjI5NTkxNzkkbzQyMCRnMSR0MTc2Mjk2MDcyMCRqNTMkbDAkaDA
https://prri.org/research/a-christian-nation-understanding-the-threat-of-christian-nationalism-to-american-democracy-and-culture/?_gl=1*1x8xqvd*_gcl_au*MTc3Mjc2Njk1Ni4xNzU1NDYxNjYw*_ga*MTI4MDM2MjQ0OC4xNzQ3NjY5ODc1*_ga_0B2WQXPZMT*czE3NjI5NTkxNzkkbzQyMCRnMSR0MTc2Mjk2MDcyMCRqNTMkbDAkaDA
https://prri.org/research/support-for-christian-nationalism-in-all-50-states/
https://prri.org/research/support-for-christian-nationalism-in-all-50-states/
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FIGURE 5.  Views on Trump’s Handling of War in Iran, by Party
Percent who hold _____ views of how Trump is handling the war in Iran:	

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.			 
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FIGURE 6.  Views on Trump’s Handling of War in Iran, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who hold _____ views of how Trump is handling the war in Iran:	

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		
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Few Americans across all demographic groups hold favorable views of Trump’s handling of the 
war in Iran, including 37% of white Americans and under two in ten multiracial (18%), Hispanic 
(17%), AAPI (17%), and Black (12%) Americans. Men (33%) are more likely than women (26%) to 
hold favorable views, as are Americans over 50 (37%) than Americans under 50 (21%). While there 
are little differences by education, white Americans without a college degree are more likely than 
those with a college degree to share these views (42% vs. 30%).

Trump Is a Strong Leader or a Dangerous Dictator?

A majority of Americans are more likely to agree with the statement “President Trump is a poten-
tially dangerous dictator whose power should be limited before he destroys American democra-
cy” (59%) than with the statement “President Trump is a strong leader who should be given the 
power he needs to restore America’s greatness” (38%). The percentage of Americans who see 
Trump as a potentially dangerous dictator continues to grow, from 52% in March 2025 to 56% in 
September 2025 to 59% today. Nine in ten Democrats (91%, up from 87% in March 2025) agree 
with the first statement, while nearly eight in ten Republicans agree with the second statement 
(78%, down from 81% in March 2025). Two-thirds of independents (66%) now agree that Trump is 
a potentially dangerous dictator, up 10 percentage points from 56% in March 2025.

FIGURE 7.  Views of Trump as a Dangerous Dictator Rather Than Strong Leader Restoring 
America’s Greatness, 2025-2026, by Party					   
Percent who agree that Trump is potentially a dangerous dictator whose power should be limited 
before he destroys American democracy:

Source: PRRI Surveys 2025-2026.
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White evangelical Protestants (68%, down from 73% in March 2025) and Latter-day Saints (56%) 
are the most likely religious groups to view Trump as a strong leader who should be given the 
power to restore America’s greatness. By contrast, white Catholics and white mainline/non-evan-
gelical Protestants are now evenly divided between viewing Trump as a strong leader and as a po-
tentially dangerous dictator, with both white Catholics (from 42% to 49%) and mainline/non-evan-
gelical Protestants (from 44% to 50%) becoming more likely to view Trump as a potentially 
dangerous dictator since March 2025. Majorities of Black Protestants (80%), unaffiliated Ameri-
cans (75%), other non-Christians (75%), Hispanic Catholics (80%), Hispanic Protestants (58%), and 
Jewish Americans (56%) view Trump as a potentially dangerous dictator whose power should be 
limited. Since March 2025, Black Protestants, unaffiliated Americans, and other non-Christians 
have become more likely to share this view.

FIGURE 8.  Trump’s Leadership: Dangerous Dictator or Strong Leader Restoring America’s 
Greatness? by Religious Affiliation
Percent who agree President Trump is a: 				  

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		

Statement 1: Potentially dangerous dictator 
whose power should be limited before he 

destroys American democracy

Statement 2: Strong leader who 
should be given the power he needs 

to restore America’s greatness

20 40 100800 60

SkippedStrongly agree Not strongly 
agree

Not strongly 
agree

Strongly agree

All Americans

Black Protestant

Hispanic Protestant

Hispanic Catholic

Unaffiliated

Jewish

White Catholic

Other non-Christian 
religion

White mainline/non-
evangelical Protestant

Latter-day Saint

White evangelical 
Protestant

47

70

64

58

55

45

45

40

38

30

18

23

7

14

11

12

18

23

32

33

26

43

4

3

2

4

4

2

2

2

2

12

10

11

17

15

13

11

10

11

13

12

15

9

9

11

14

21

18

17

16

30

25



16 COMPETING VISIONS OF AMERICA AT 250 | POLITICS, RELIGION, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY

Most Christian nationalism Rejecters (89%) and Skeptics (65%) agree that Trump is a potentially 
dangerous dictator, compared with just 35% of Sympathizers and 27% of Adherents. By contrast, 
most Adherents (71%) and Sympathizers (64%) view Trump as a strong leader who should be 
given the power to restore America’s greatness, compared with 34% of Skeptics and just 9% of 
Rejecters. Except for Christian nationalism Adherents, all other groups have grown more likely to 
view Trump as a potentially dangerous dictator since March 2025.

How Do Americans View the Term Christian Nationalism?
Just 25% of Americans hold favorable views of the term Christian nationalism, compared with 
45% who hold unfavorable views. More than one in four Americans (27%) have not heard of this 
term. While views have remained largely unchanged since February, favorable views of Christan 
nationalism have increased since 2022 from 20%, largely due to increased embracing of the term 
by Republicans and white evangelical Protestants. At the same time, the share of Americans who 
say they have not heard of the term has dropped, from 35% to 27%.

Nearly half of Republicans (48%) view Christian nationalism favorably, compared with 21% of 
independents and only 10% of Democrats. While support among independents and Democrats 
has remained relatively stable since 2022, Republicans are increasingly embracing the term, with 
favorable views rising 12 points, from 36% to 48%.

FIGURE 9.  Favorable Views of Christian Nationalism, 2022 and 2026, by Party
Percent who hold very or somewhat favorable views of Christian nationalism:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2022 and 2026.
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Half of white evangelical Protestants (49%) hold favorable views of the term Christian national-
ism, followed by 40% of Hispanic Protestants. Christian nationalism favorability declines among 
Latter-day Saints (32%), white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (31%), white Catholics (29%), 
Black Protestants (23%), and Hispanic Catholics (22%), and is much lower among members of 
other non-Christian religions (17%), Jewish Americans (10%), and religiously unaffiliated Ameri-
cans (10%). White evangelical Protestants are significantly more likely to hold favorable views of 
Christian nationalism today than they did in 2022 (38%).

FIGURE 10.  Favorable Views of Christian Nationalism, 2022 and 2026, by Religious Affiliation	
Percent who hold very or somewhat favorable views of Christian nationalism:				  

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2022 and 2026.
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Nearly six in ten Christian nationalism Adherents (59%), as well as nearly half of Sympathizers 
(46%), hold favorable views of the term Christian nationalism. By contrast, Christian nationalism 
Skeptics (21%) and Rejecters (3%) are far less likely to do so.

FIGURE 11.  Favorable Views of Christian Nationalism, 2022 and 2026, by Christian 
Nationalism Groups
Percent who hold very or somewhat favorable views of Christian nationalism:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2022 and 2026.
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Democracy and U.S. National Identity
American Pride

Pride in Being an American

Americans are evenly split in their national pride. Half say they are extremely or very proud of be-
ing an American (51%), while half say they are either moderately (23%), a little (14%), or not at all 
proud (11%). American pride has declined sharply since 2013, when 82% said they were extreme-
ly or very proud. Most Republicans (83%) are proud of being an American, compared with 43% of 
independents and 31% of Democrats. 

Solid majorities of white Christian groups and Hispanic Protestants say they are proud of being 
an American, including 76% of white evangelical Protestants, 66% of white Catholics, and 64% of 

FIGURE 12.  American Pride, by Party			 
Percent who are extremely or very proud of ________:			 

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		
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both white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants and Latter-day Saints. By contrast, a slim major-
ity of Hispanic Protestants (55%) and Jewish Americans (52%), 47% of Hispanic Catholics, 39% of 
Black Protestants, and 32% of both other non-Christians and religiously unaffiliated Americans 
say they are proud of being an American. 

Most Americans who qualify as Christian nationalism Adherents (83%) and Sympathizers (71%), 
as well as nearly half of Skeptics (49%), say they are proud of being an American, compared 
with 23% of Rejecters.

Most white Americans (57%) say they are extremely or very proud of being an American, followed 
by around four in ten Hispanic (42%), multiracial (42%), and AAPI (41%) Americans, as well as 
around one-third of Black Americans (35%, down from 43% since September 2025). White Ameri-
cans without a college education are more likely than those with a college education to be proud 
of being an American (64% vs. 48%).
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The majority of Americans ages 65 and older (66%) and ages 50-64 (59%), as well as men (54%) and 
Americans without a four-year college degree (54%), say they are proud of being an American, com-
pared with 46% of women, 45% of Americans with a college degree, and 43% of Americans ages 
30-49. Young Americans ages 18-29 are the least likely to be proud of being an American (34%).

Pride in America’s 250-Year History

Americans are evenly split in their pride of America’s 250-year history, which we will celebrate on 
July 4, 2026. Half say they are extremely or very proud (49%), compared with half who are either 
moderately (22%), a little (15%), or not at all proud (12%). In 1976, America’s bicentennial, the 
American National Election Studies (ANES) asked how proud Americans felt about the country’s 
200-year history.3 While the response options differed slightly from our current question, roughly 
half of Americans (48%) said they were very proud of the nation’s 200-year history in 1976. 

Since 1976, Republicans have grown more likely to say they are proud, increasing from 61% to 
82% today. By contrast, Democrats are less proud of the nation’s 250-year history today (28%) 
than they were in 1976 (46%). Independents have remained relatively stable (43% in 1976 vs. 
44% in 2026).

Majorities of white Christian groups and Hispanic Protestants say they are very proud of Ameri-
ca’s 250-year history, including 76% of white evangelical Protestants, 68% of white Catholics, 63% 
of Latter-day Saints, 62% of white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants, and 53% of Hispanic 
Protestants. Less than half of Jewish Americans (47%) and Hispanic Catholics (45%) say they are 
proud of America’s 250-year history, as do three in ten members of other non-Christian religions 
(31%) and religiously unaffiliated Americans (31%), and one-quarter of Black Protestants (24%). 

Most Americans who qualify as Christian nationalism Adherents (79%) and Sympathizers (70%, 
up from 64% in 2025), as well as half of Skeptics (48%), say they are proud of America’s 250-year 
history, compared with 22% of Rejecters.

White Americans (58%) are the most likely to say they are proud of America’s 250-year histo-
ry, followed by multiracial (45%), Hispanic (41%), AAPI (39%), and Black (22%) Americans. White 
Americans without a college education are more likely than those with a college education to be 
proud (62% vs. 51%). Two-thirds of Americans ages 65 and older (66%) are proud of America’s 
long history, compared with 56% of ages 50-64, 42% of ages 30-49, and 32% of ages 18-29. Men 
(53%) are more likely than women (45%) to say they are proud of America’s 250-year history. 

3	 The ANES survey question and response options are as follows: “During this year the United States has been 
celebrating its 200th birthday. Does the thought of America’s 200-year history make you feel very proud, 
somewhat proud, not very proud, or doesn’t really make much difference to you.”  

https://electionstudies.org/data-center/1976-time-series-study/
https://electionstudies.org/data-center/1976-time-series-study/
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America’s Economic Achievements

One-third of Americans (34%) say they are extremely or very proud of America’s economic 
achievements, followed by nearly half of those who are moderately or a little proud (46%), and 
two in ten who are not at all proud (17%). Most Republicans (63%) are very proud of America’s 
economic achievements, compared with 29% of independents and 17% of Democrats.

White evangelical Protestants (52%) are the only religious group where the majority say they are 
proud of America’s economic achievements. Far fewer white Catholics (47%), Latter-day Saints 
(46%), white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (43%), Jewish Americans (39%), Hispanic Prot-
estants (36%), Hispanic Catholics (33%), and other non-Christians (27%) say they are proud of the 
country’s economic accomplishments. Religiously unaffiliated Americans (22%) and Black Protes-
tants (16%) are the least likely to be proud.

Nearly two-thirds of Christian nationalism Adherents (64%) say they are proud of America’s eco-
nomic achievements, followed by 49% of Sympathizers, 33% of Skeptics, and 14% of Rejecters.

White (39%) and AAPI (38%) Americans are more likely than Hispanic (30%), multiracial (21%), and 
Black (17%) Americans to be proud of America’s economic achievements. Older Americans, men, 
and Americans with a four-year degree or higher are also more likely to be proud of the country’s 
economic achievements than younger Americans, women, and non-college graduates.

America’s Good Moral Example for the World

One-quarter of Americans (24%) say they are extremely or very proud of America’s good moral 
example for the world, compared with 50% who are only a little or not at all proud. More than 
two in ten say they are moderately proud (22%). Just 49% of Republicans say they are very proud 
of America’s good moral example for the world, compared with far fewer independents (18%) and 
Democrats (10%).

There is no religious group in which a majority say that they are very proud of America’s good 
moral example for the world. Less than four in ten Latter-day Saints (38%) and white evangelical 
Protestants (37%), one-third of white Catholics (36%) and Hispanic Protestants (33%), and three 
in ten white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (30%) and Jewish Americans (29%) are proud 
of America’s good moral example. Other non-Christians (17%), religiously unaffiliated Americans 
(14%), and Black Protestants (14%) also are the least likely to be proud.

More than half of Christian nationalism Adherents (53%) say they are extremely or very proud of 
America’s good moral example for the world, followed by 40% of Sympathizers, 21% of Skeptics, 
and only 6% of Rejecters. 
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Nearly three in ten white Americans (28%) say they are proud of America as a good moral ex-
ample for the world, followed by 23% of Hispanic, 22% of AAPI, 19% of multiracial, and 15% of 
Black Americans. White Americans without a college education are more likely than those with a 
college education to be proud of America’s good moral example (32% vs. 21%). Older Americans 
and men are more likely than college graduates, younger Americans, and women to say they are 
proud of America’s good moral example.

The Way Democracy is Working in America Today

Less than one in five Americans (18%) say they are extremely or very proud of the way democra-
cy is working in America today. Republicans (34%) are more likely than independents (13%) and 
Democrats (8%) to say they are very proud of the way democracy is working in America today.

At least two in ten white evangelical Protestants (25%), Latter-day Saints (24%), white Catholics 
(23%), Jewish Americans (23%), white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (22%), Hispanic Prot-
estants (21%), and Hispanic Catholics (20%) say they are proud of the way democracy is working 
in America today. Only one in ten members of other non-Christian religions (12%), Black Protes-
tants (11%), and religiously unaffiliated Americans (10%) say they are proud of the way democra-
cy is working in the country.

Nearly four in ten Christian nationalism Adherents (38%) are extremely or very proud of the way 
democracy is working in America today, compared with 27% of Sympathizers, 16% of Skeptics, 
and only 4% of Rejecters.

Americans without a four-year degree, older Americans, and men are more likely than college grad-
uates, younger Americans, and women to say they are proud of America’s good moral example.
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Hopes and Fears About America’s Future
Belief That God Has a Special Role for America
Just 44% of Americans agree with the idea that God has granted America a special role in human 
history, compared with a slim majority who disagree (52%). Agreement with this idea was rela-
tively high in the early and mid-2010s, around 60 percent. Beginning in 2020, however, agree-
ment dropped significantly to 40% and has since remained relatively stable in the low-to-mid 40s 
through 2026. 

The partisan gap on American exceptionalism has widened sharply over the past decade. While 
Republican agreement that God has granted America a special role has remained relatively sta-
ble—dipping from 75% in 2012 to 63% in 2022, with about seven in ten agreeing today—Demo-
cratic support has collapsed, falling from 60% to just 27%. Independents declined as well, hitting a 
low of 35% in 2020 before a modest recovery to 40% in 2026.

In 2012, majorities of nearly all religious groups agreed that God has granted America a special 
role in human history. Today, only four religious subgroups hold this view. Most Latter-day Saints 
(80%), white evangelical Protestants (75%), Hispanic Protestants (64%), and Black Protestants 
(52%) agree that God has a special role for America. By contrast, less than half of every other 
major religious group agrees with this statement, including 49% of white Catholics, 47% of white 
mainline/ non-evangelical Protestants, 44% of Hispanic Catholics, 34% of Jewish Americans, 32% 
of other non-Christians, and only 21% of religiously unaffiliated Americans. Since 2022, white 
evangelical Protestants (from 68%) and religiously unaffiliated Americans (from 16%) have be-
come more likely to agree.

Most Christian nationalism Adherents (89%) and Sympathizers (74%) agree that God has granted 
America a special role in human history, compared with 41% of Skeptics and just 10% of Rejecters.

White Americans (45%) do not differ from Black Americans (48%) or Hispanic Americans (41%) 
in their view that God has granted America a special role in human history, but they do differ 
from AAPI (37%) and multiracial (34%) Americans. White Americans without a college education 
are more likely than those with a college education to agree (52% vs. 36%). Younger Americans, 
including those ages 18-29 (39%) and 30-49 (40%), as well as college graduates (36%), are notably 
less likely to agree than older Americans, including those ages 50-64 (47%) and 65 and older 
(52%), and Americans without a college degree (49%).



COMPETING VISIONS OF AMERICA AT 250 | POLITICS, RELIGION, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY 25

FIGURE 14.  America’s Special Role in Human History, 2012-2026, by Party	
Percent who agree that God has granted America a special role in human history:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2012-2026.			 
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Does the American Dream Hold True Today?
Americans are divided whether the American Dream—that if you work hard, you’ll get ahead—
still holds true today (49% agree vs. 50% disagree). These views have become more pessimistic 
since 2024 when 55% of Americans agreed. Republicans’ belief in the American Dream (76%) has 
remained largely stable since 2024, despite a slight decline in 2025. By contrast, Democrats (from 
44% to 30%) and independents (55% to 46%) have consistently become less likely to agree that 
the American Dream still holds true over the same period.

White Americans remain the most likely to believe in the American Dream, though agreement 
declined from 59% in 2024 to 53% in both 2025 and 2026. While Black Americans are consis-
tently the least likely to agree, declining from 39% in 2024 to 33% in 2026, the sharpest declines 
occurred among Hispanic and AAPI Americans. Agreement among Hispanic Americans dropped 
from 52% in 2024 to 40% in 2026, while among AAPI Americans, it fell from 60% in both 2024 and 
2025 to 47% in 2026. There are no differences in the American Dream by education levels.

Women (43%, down from 48% in 2025) and younger generations are less likely than men (53%) 
and older generations to believe in the American Dream. About four in ten Americans ages 18-29 
(36%) and ages 30-49 (40%) share this belief, compared with a majority of Americans ages 50-64 
(54%) and 65 and older (65%). Since 2024, the belief in the American Dream has declined across 
all age groups, with the deepest decline among young Americans ages 18-29 (from 50% to 36%).

FIGURE 15.  The American Dream Still Holds True, 2024-2026, by Party
Percent who agree that “The American Dream—that if you work hard you’ll get ahead—still holds 
true”:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2024-2026.			 
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FIGURE 16.  The American Dream Still Holds True, 2024-2026, by Race
Percent who agree that “The American Dream—that if you work hard you’ll get ahead—still holds 
true”:	

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2024-2026.		
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FIGURE 17.  The American Dream Still Holds True, 2024-2026, by Age
Percent who agree that “The American Dream—that if you work hard you’ll get ahead—still holds 
true”:						    

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2024-2026.		
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Views on Whether Democratic Rights and Freedoms Are at Risk
A solid majority of Americans are more likely to agree with the statement “Today we are in real 
danger of losing important democratic rights and freedoms we have had in this country” (68%) 
than with the statement “The important democratic rights and freedoms we have in this coun-
try will remain protected into the future” (29%). Most Democrats (96%) and independents (70%) 
agree with the first statement, while Republicans are equally divided between the first and sec-
ond statement (51% vs. 47%).

Majorities across all religious groups share this sense that we are in real danger of losing our 
democratic rights and freedoms. Majorities across all religious groups believe democratic rights 
and freedoms are in danger rather than secure. Even white evangelical Protestants—the least 
likely religious group to agree—still lean toward concern about losing such rights as opposed to 
believing their rights will be protected by a notable margin (59% vs. 39%).

FIGURE 18.  Views on Whether Democratic Rights and Freedoms Are at Risk, by Party		
Percent who _____:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.				  
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The same pattern holds across all Christian nationalism groups, including Christian nationalism 
Adherents (58% vs. 41%) and Sympathizers (59% vs. 40%), who are among the least likely groups 
to agree with the first statement. 

Majorities across all demographic groups, including racial groups, education levels, gender, 
and age groups, agree more with the statement “Today we are in real danger of losing im-
portant democratic rights and freedoms we have had in this country” than with the statement 
“The important democratic rights and freedoms we have in this country will remain protected 
into the future.”

FIGURE 19.  Views on Whether Democratic Rights and Freedoms Are at Risk, by Religious 
Affiliation					   
Percent who _____:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		
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America is in Danger of Losing its Culture and Identity
A majority of Americans (60%) agree that America is in danger of losing its culture and identity, 
compared with 37% who disagree. This share has increased since the question was first asked in 
2016, when 55% agreed. Republicans (69%) are more likely than independents (59%) and Demo-
crats (54%) to hold this view. However, since 2016, Republicans have become less likely to agree, 
declining from 80%, while independents and Democrats remained relatively stable until 2024, 
before increasing from 54% and 38%, respectively.

White evangelical Protestants (74%) are the most likely religious group to agree that America 
is in danger of losing its culture and identity, followed by nearly two-thirds of white Catholics 
(65%) and white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (64%), and about six in ten Hispanic Cath-
olics (62%), Black Protestants (61%), Hispanic Protestants (57%), Jewish Americans (57%), and 
other non-Christians (52%), and Latter-day Saints (56%). Religiously unaffiliated Americans and 
Hispanic Catholics have grown more likely to agree, from 41% and 55% in 2024 to 52% and 62% 
in 2026, respectively.

FIGURE 20.  Concerns About America’s Culture and Identity, 2016-2026, by Party		
Percent who agree that today America is in danger of losing its culture and identity:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2016-2026.		
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Most Christian nationalism Adherents (75%, down from 84% in 2024), Sympathizers (72%, down 
from 81% in 2024), and Skeptics (62%) agree that America is in danger of losing its culture and 
identity, compared with 46% of Rejecters (up from 27% in 2024).

At least six in ten Americans ages 65 and over (66%) and ages 50-64 (62%) agree that America is 
in danger of losing its culture and identity, compared with under six in ten Americans ages 30-49 
(57%, up from 50% in 2024) and 18-29 (55%, up from 48%).

Anti-Muslim Views
Americans are divided whether the values of Islam are at odds with American values and the Amer-
ican way of life (50% agree; 46% disagree). These views have remained stable since 2011, when 47% 
of Americans agreed, despite an uptick to 56% in 2015 and a brief decline to 39% in 2022.

Most Republicans (76%) agree that the values of Islam are at odds with American values and the 
American way of life, compared with 46% of independents, and 30% of Democrats. Since 2011, 
Republicans have increasingly become more likely to hold this view, rising from 63% to 76%, while 
Democrats have become less likely to agree, declining from 40% to 30%. Independents’ views 
have remained relatively stable over time, peaking in 2015 and reaching their lowest in 2022.

FIGURE 21.  Views on Islam and American Values, 2011-2026, by Party
Percent who agree that the values of Islam are at odds with American values and way of life:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2011-2026.			 
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A majority of white evangelical Protestants (78%) and white Catholics (56%) agree that the values 
of Islam are at odds with American values and the American way of life, followed by nearly half 
of white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (49%). Black Protestants (44%), Hispanic Catholics 
(44%), non-Christians (39%), and religiously unaffiliated Americans (37%) are less likely to hold 
this view. Since 2011, agreement has increased among white evangelical Protestants (from 60%), 
white Catholics (from 45%), and Hispanic Catholics (from 29%), and declined among Black Protes-
tants (from 51%).4 

4	 Although the sample of Hispanic Catholics in 2011 is small (n = 92), the observed changes over time are 
statistically significant at the 95% confidence level.

FIGURE 22.  Views on Islam and American Values, 2011 vs. 2026, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who agree that the values of Islam are at odds with American values and way of life:

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2011 and 2026.
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A solid majority of Christian nationalism Adherents (79%) and Sympathizers (73%) agree with this 
anti-Muslim view, compared with 48% of Skeptics and 23% of Rejecters.

White Americans (54%) is the only racial group in which the majority agree that the values of 
Islam are at odds with American values and the American way of life, followed by four in ten His-
panic (44%), multiracial (41%), AAPI (41%), and Black (39%) Americans. White Americans without a 
college degree are more likely than those with a college degree to agree (59% vs. 46%). Women, 
those without a college education, and older Americans are more likely to agree than men, those 
with a college degree, and younger Americans. 

FIGURE 23.  Views on Islam and American Values, by Christian Nationalism Groups	
Percent who agree that the values of Islam are at odds with American values and way of life:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		
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Preference for Living in the United States
Over seven in ten Americans (71%) agree that “there’s no place I’d rather live than the U.S,” 
compared with 27% who disagree. Nearly all Republicans (91%) agree, followed by independents 
(68%), and Democrats (59%).

Except for members of non-Christian religions (46%), Christian nationalism Rejecters (51%), and 
Americans ages 18-29 (55%), at least six in ten of all other religious and demographic groups 
agree that “there’s no place I’d rather live than the U.S.”

FIGURE 24.  Preference for Living in the United States, by Party
Percent who _____  “There’s no place I’d rather live than the U.S”:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.					   
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FIGURE 25.  Preference for Living in the United States, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who _____  “There’s no place I’d rather live than the U.S:”					   

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.			 
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What Kind of a Nation Do We Want to Be?
America as a Global Power: Force vs. Cooperation
A solid majority of Americans are more likely to agree with the statement “I would prefer the U.S. 
to be a reliable neighbor that cooperates with other nations and only uses military force as a last 
resort” (70%) than with the statement “I would prefer the U.S. to be known as a mighty nation 
that does not hesitate to use military force to defend our interests” (27%). Most Democrats (90%) 
and independents (75%) agree with the first statement, while a slim majority of Republicans agree 
with the second statement (52%).

Except for white evangelical Protestants, who are evenly divided (52% vs. 47%), solid majorities 
across all religious groups prefer the cooperative neighbor over the mighty nation framing.

FIGURE 26.  Views on America as a Global Power: Force vs. Cooperation, by Party 	
Percent who ______ “I would prefer the US to be _____”:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.					   
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The same pattern holds across Christian nationalism groups, with one exception: Adherents. 
Most Christian nationalism Rejecters (91%), Skeptics (74%), and Sympathizers (55%) favor the 
cooperative neighbor statement, compared with just 45% of Adherents—the only group where a 
majority (54%) prefers the mighty nation framing.

Majorities across all demographic groups, including racial groups, education levels, gender, and 
age groups, agree more with the cooperation statement rather than the use of force statement.

FIGURE 27.  Views on America as a Global Power: Force vs. Cooperation, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who ______ “I would prefer the US to be _____”:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.		
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Religious Pluralism or Christian Faith?
Nearly two-thirds of Americans (64%) would prefer “the U.S. to be a nation made up of people 
belonging to a wide variety of religions,” compared with 34% who prefer “the U.S. to be a nation 
primarily made up of people who follow the Christian faith.” Preference for a nation made up of 
people belonging to a wide variety of religions has declined from 73% in 2022 when the question 
was first asked but has remained stable since September 2025. 

Six in ten Republicans (60%) prefer the U.S. to be primarily made up of Christians (up from 52% 
in 2022), while 38% prefer the country to have a diverse religious makeup (down from 49%). By 
contrast, the vast majority of Democrats (85%) and independents (70%, down from 79%) prefer a 
nation made up of a wide variety of religions, compared with just 13% and 27%, respectively, who 
prefer the U.S. to be mostly Christian. 

Along religious lines, two-thirds of white evangelical Protestants (68%) prefer the United States 
to be composed of people who are primarily Christian. By contrast, solid majorities of all other 
religious groups prefer the U.S. to be made up of people belonging to a wide variety of religions. 
Latter-day Saints (51% vs. 46%) and Hispanic Protestants (48% vs. 51%) are equally divided. 

Not surprisingly, most Christian nationalism Adherents (80%) and Sympathizers (62%) prefer the 
United States to be composed of people who are primarily Christians, while most Rejecters (94%) 
and Skeptics (75%) prefer the U.S. to be made up of people belonging to a wide variety of religions.

FIGURE 28.  Religious Pluralism or Christian Faith? By Party
Percent who prefer a nation primarily made up of:				  

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.				  
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Racial Diversity or Western European heritage?
Nearly eight in ten Americans (77%, slightly down from 80% in March 2025) say they would prefer 
the U.S. to be a nation made up of people from all over the world, while just 20% say they would 
prefer the U.S. to be a nation primarily made up of people of Western European heritage (up 
from 15% in March 2025.) Most Democrats (92%), independents (82%), and Republicans (62%) 
would prefer a racially diverse country, but Republicans have become significantly less likely to 
agree with this statement over the past year (down from 73% in March 2025). 

Most Americans across religious affiliation, race, gender, education levels, and age say they would 
prefer a racially diverse nation. While still majorities, Christian nationalism Adherents (55%) and 
Sympathizers (68%) are less likely to prefer a racially diverse nation over a nation primarily made 
up of people of Western European heritage, compared with Christianism nationalism Skeptics 
and (82%) and Rejecters (93%). 

FIGURE 29.  Religious Pluralism or Christian Faith? By Religious Affiliation
Percent who prefer a nation primarily made up of:

Source: PRRI American Identity Survey, May 1-18, 2026.				  
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What It Means to Be “Truly American”
PRRI’s 2025 American Values Survey included a number of questions exploring what it means to 
be truly American. When asked about how important the following traits are to being “truly Amer-
ican,” most Americans say that believing in individual freedoms, such as freedom of speech (93%), 
believing in the Constitution (91%), accepting people of diverse racial and religious backgrounds 
(89%), believing in the Declaration of Independence (88%), respecting American political institu-
tions and laws (88%), and being able to speak English (75%) are very or somewhat important. 

Smaller majorities of Americans say believing in God (57%) and being born in America (54%) are 
very or somewhat important to being truly American. Americans are less likely to say that being a 
Christian (43%) or having ancestors who served in the military in previous wars, such as the world 
wars and the Civil War (42%), are important. Just 23% of Americans say that being of Western 
European heritage is important to being truly American.

With the exception of Western European heritage, where only one-third say this trait is important 
(33%), majorities of Republicans believe every other trait is important to being truly American. 
Conversely, fewer than half of Democrats say that being born in America (42%), believing in God 
(41%), having ancestors who served in the military in previous wars, such as the world wars and 
the Civil War (34%), and being a Christian (29%) are important to being truly American. Majorities 
of Democrats say all other traits are important. Though independents mirror all Americans very 
closely, they are 8 percentage points less likely to say believing in God (49% vs. 57%) or being 
Christian (35% vs. 43%) are very important to being truly American.

https://prri.org/research/trumps-unprecedented-actions-deepen-asymmetric-divides/
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TABLE 2.  Importance Characteristics of Being a True American, by Party
Percent who believe the following characteristics are either very or somewhat important to being 
truly American:

All American Republican Independent Democrat

Believing in individual freedoms, such as 
freedom of speech 93 97 94 97

Believing in the Constitution 91 96 91 91

Accepting people of diverse racial and 
religious backgrounds 89 86 89 96

Believing in the Declaration of 
Independence 88 96 89 90

Respecting American political institutions 
and laws 88 98 88 87

Being able to speak English 75 93 75 61

Being born in America 54 73 51 42

Believing in God 57 78 49 41

Being a Christian 43 68 35 29

Having ancestors who served in the 
military in previous wars, such as the World 
Wars and the Civil War

42 55 39 34

Being of Western European heritage 23 33 19 16

Source: PRRI American Values Survey, Aug. 15-Sept. 8, 2025.
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There are also differences between Christian and non-Christian groups on key aspects of being 
truly American. Most notably, white Christians and Christians of color are also more likely than 
non-Christians and unaffiliated Americans to say that believing in God, being born in America, 
being a Christian, and having ancestors who served in the military in previous wars are important 
to being truly American.

TABLE 3.  Important Characteristics of Being a True American, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who believe the following characteristics are either very or somewhat important to being 
truly American:

White 
Christians

Christians  
of Color Non-Christians Unaffiliated

Believing in the Constitution 98 85 91 89

Believing in individual freedoms, such as 
freedom of speech 97 92 95 91

Respecting American political institutions 
and laws 95 88 86 80

Believing in the Declaration of 
Independence 94 85 93 82

Accepting people of diverse racial and 
religious backgrounds 89 89 94 88

Being able to speak English 85 78 68 60

Believing in God 71 77 37 20

Being born in America 63 59 43 40

Being a Christian 59 63 14 12

Having ancestors who served in the 
military in previous wars, such as the World 
Wars and the Civil War

50 50 33 26

Being of Western European heritage 28 23 19 14

Source: PRRI American Values Survey, Aug. 15-Sept. 8, 2025.
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Unsurprisingly, most Christian nationalism Adherents (94%) and Sympathizers (80%) say being 
a Christian is somewhat or very important to being truly American, followed by 37% of Skeptics, 
and only 5% of Rejecters. A similar trend among Christian nationalism groups emerges when they 
refer to believing in God, being born in America, having ancestors who served in the military in 
previous wars, and being of Western European heritage as important to being truly American. 

TABLE 4.  Important Characteristics of Being a True American, by Christian Nationalism Groups
Percent who believe the following characteristics are either very or somewhat important to being 
truly American:

Christian nationalism

Adherent Sympathizer Skeptic Rejecter

Believing in individual freedoms, such as 
freedom of speech 96 92 96 96

Believing in the Constitution 95 93 92 93

Accepting people of diverse racial and 
religious backgrounds 81 86 91 96

Believing in the Declaration of 
Independence 95 89 90 87

Respecting American political institutions 
and laws 92 90 91 85

Being able to speak English 94 90 81 52

Believing in God 95 88 57 15

Being born in America 79 70 57 29

Being a Christian 94 80 37 5

Having ancestors who served in the 
military in previous wars, such as the World 
Wars and the Civil War

68 60 42 20

Being of Western European heritage 44 37 20 7

Source: PRRI American Values Survey, Aug. 15-Sept. 8, 2025.



44 COMPETING VISIONS OF AMERICA AT 250 | POLITICS, RELIGION, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY

Appendix. Survey 
Methodology
The survey was designed and conducted by 
PRRI.  The survey was made possible through 
the generous support of the Ford Foundation, 
the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
and the Unitarian Universalist Veatch Pro-
gram at Shelter Rock. The survey was conduct-
ed among a representative sample of 5,469 
adults (age 18 and up) living in all 50 states in 
the United States. Of those respondents, 5,140 
were part of Ipsos’s Knowledge Panel and an 
additional 329 who were recruited by Ipsos 
using opt-in survey panels to increase the 
sample sizes in smaller states. Interviews were 
conducted online between May 1-18, 2026. 

Respondents are recruited to the Knowledge-
Panel using an addressed-based sampling 
methodology from the Delivery Sequence File 
of the USPS—a database with full coverage of 
all delivery addresses in the U.S. As such, it cov-
ers all households regardless of their phone 
status, providing a representative online sam-
ple. Unlike opt-in panels, households are not 
permitted to “self-select” into the panel; and 
are generally limited to how many surveys they 
can take within a given time period. 

The initial sample drawn from the Knowledge-
Panel was adjusted using pre-stratification 
weights so that it approximates the adult U.S. 
population. Next, a probability proportional to 
size (PPS) sampling scheme was used to select 
a representative sample. 

TABLE A1. Demographic, Political, Religious, 
and Geographic Subgroup Sample Sizes 

General Public 
(unweighted)

Total Sample 5,479

Male 2,601
Female 2,868

Republican 1,744
Independent 1,540
Democrat 1,648
Other/Don’t know 537

White, non-Hispanic 3,721
Black, non-Hispanic 594
Hispanic 707
AAPI 268
Multiracial 111
Other 68

18-29 672
30-49 1,692
50-64 1,463
65+ 1,642

White evangelical Protestant 869
White mainline/non-evangelical 
Protestant

788

Black Protestant 370
Hispanic Protestant 147
Other Protestant of color 119
White Catholic 786
Hispanic Catholic 329
Latter-day Saint 99
Other Christian 152
Jewish 103
Non-Christian religion 238
Religiously unaffiliated 1,415

Northeast 953
Midwest 1,214
South 2,020
West 1,282
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To reduce the effects of any non-response bias, a post-stratification adjustment was applied. 
The needed benchmarks were obtained from the latest 2025 March supplement of the Cur-
rent Population Survey (CPS), except language proficiency, which is not available from CPS, and 
was obtained from the 2023 American Community Survey (ACS). Additionally, the 2024 vote 
choice benchmark was obtained from the Associated Press Tabulation of Certified Results. The 
post-stratification weight rebalanced the sample based on the following benchmarks: gender by 
age, race/ethnicity, education, income, language proficiency, Census region by metropolitan sta-
tus, party affiliation, and 2024 presidential vote choice. Additionally, we included individual states 
(50 states plus D.C.) to account for the oversampling of some states. 

The margin of error for the national survey is +/- 1.53 percentage points at the 95% level of con-
fidence, including the design effect for the survey of 1.34. In addition to sampling error, surveys 
may also be subject to error or bias due to question wording, context, and order effects. Addition-
al details about the KnowledgePanel can be found on the Ipsos website:  https://www.ipsos.com/
en-us/solution/knowledgepanel

https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/solution/knowledgepanel
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/solution/knowledgepanel
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About PRRI 
PRRI 

PRRI is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to research at the intersection of religion, 
values, and public life. 

Our mission is to help journalists, opinion leaders, scholars, clergy, and the general public better 
understand debates on public policy issues and the role of religion and values in American public 
life by conducting high quality public opinion surveys and qualitative research. 

PRRI is a member of the American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR), the Ameri-
can Political Science Association (APSA), and the American Academy of Religion (AAR), and follows 
the highest research standards of independence and academic excellence. 

PRRI is also a supporting organization of the Transparency Initiative at AAPOR, an initiative to 
place the value of openness at the center of the public opinion research profession.

As a nonpartisan, independent research organization, PRRI does not take positions on, nor do we 
advocate for, particular policies. Research supported by our funders reflects PRRI’s commitment 
to independent inquiry and academic rigor. Research findings and conclusions are never altered 
to accommodate other interests, including those of funders, other organizations, or government 
bodies and officials. 

History 

Since PRRI’s founding in 2009, our research has become a standard source of trusted information 
among journalists, scholars, policy makers, clergy, and the general public. PRRI research has been 
cited in thousands of media stories and academic publications and plays a leading role in deepening 
public understanding of the changing religious landscape and its role in shaping American politics. 

For a full list of recent projects, see our research page: www.prri.org/research. PRRI also main-
tains a lively online presence on Bluesky (@prri.org), Facebook (facebook.com/prripoll), Instagram 
(instagram.com/prripoll), and Threads (threads.net/@prripoll).

https://prri.org/prri-research/
https://bsky.app/profile/prri.org
https://www.facebook.com/PRRIpoll/
https://www.instagram.com/prripoll
https://www.threads.com/@prripoll
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