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PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS, POLARIZATION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Executive Summary

Two-thirds of Americans (67%) believe political leaders’ failure to condemn violent rhetoric
contributes a lot to violent actions in society.

* Majorities of Americans also believe that false or misleading information generated by Al
(64%) and public displays of hate symbols (61%) contribute a lot to violent actions in society,
while smaller majorities believe easy access to guns and harsh and violent political language
are also drivers (both 53%).

* While 51% of Republicans believe public displays of hate symbols contribute a lot to violence,
76% of Democrats do.

e Fewer than half of Republicans (46%) believe that harsh and violent political language
contributes a lot to violence in society; white evangelical Protestants are the only group of
religious Americans in which a minority (45%) share that view.

Very few Americans support hostile and violent actions by their political allies to advance
important political goals.

* Very few Americans justify imprisoning a political opponent without a trial if that person pos-
es a clear danger to the country (12%); damaging or destroying property as a form of protest
(7%); pushing, shoving, or punching a political opponent (6%); posting the home address or
private phone number of a political opponent online so their family will be harassed (5%); or
killing a political opponent if that person poses a clear danger to the country (5%).

e While very strong majorities of Americans over the age of 50 completely disagree that violent
and harsh actions may justify political outcomes, such sentiments are less widely shared
among younger Americans, especially those who are under 30.

More than three in four Americans disagree that violence may be needed to save the country;
views are similar across partisan groups, though they have shifted some throughout the year.

e Most Americans (77%) disagree that “because things have gotten so far off track, true Ameri-
can patriots may have to resort to violence in order to save our country,” compared with 20%
of those who agree.

e Agreement about the potential need for political violence has decreased significantly among
Republicans since President Donald Trump's reelection in November 2024; agreement
among Democrats has remained low over time but increased slightly in the past year.
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* Since early 2021, support for political violence has varied across religious groups. Support
among white Christians has declined since the 2024 election, though white evangelical Prot-
estants continue to show higher support than white Christians overall.

* Support for political violence remains highest among Christian nationalism Adherents and
lowest among Rejecters.

Americans’ views on who is most responsible for political violence are deeply polarized, split
largely along partisan and religious lines.

e Democrats overwhelmingly attribute most responsibility for political violence to right-wing
groups (73%), while Republicans attribute most responsibility to left-wing groups (72%).

* While more Christians of color and non-Christians attribute most responsibility to right-wing
groups for most political violence today, white Christian groups attribute most responsibility
to left-wing groups.

e Most Christian nationalism Adherents (73%) and Sympathizers (64%) attribute responsibility
to left-wing groups, while most Rejecters (72%) attribute responsibility to right-wing groups.
Christian nationalism Skeptics are divided.

Americans’ views are strongly divided by party and religion on whether National Guard de-
ployments in American cities cause more violence than they prevent.

e Aslim majority of Americans (52%) agree that deploying the National Guard to patrol Amer-
ican cities may cause more violence than it prevents. Democrats (80%) and independents
(60%) are far more likely than Republicans (23%) to agree.

e Most Christians of color and non-Christians agree that these deployments cause more vio-
lence, while white Christian groups are far less likely to do so. Agreement is particularly lower
among white evangelical Protestants (29%).

e Christian nationalism Rejecters (80%) are the most likely to agree, followed by Skeptics (54%),
Sympathizers (37%), and Adherents (26%).

Opposition to Trump’s Jan. 6 pardons is widespread, with notable exceptions among Republi-
cans, white Christian groups, and Christian nationalism Adherents and Sympathizers.

e Most Americans (68%) oppose “President Trump’s pardoning of over 1,500 people convicted
for their role in the attacks on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021,” compared with 29% who
favor it. Republicans (63%) are far more likely to favor these pardons than independents
(22%) and Democrats (4%).

e White Christian groups, particularly white evangelical Protestants (58%), are more likely than
non-Christians (24%), Christians of color (19%), and unaffiliated Americans (18%) to favor
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Trump's Jan. 6 pardons, as are Christian nationalism Adherents (61%) and Sympathizers
(49%), compared with Skeptics (25%) and Rejecters (8%).

Opposition to stripping citizenship and deporting U.S. citizens deemed a threat is widespread,
with notable exceptions among Republicans, white evangelical Protestants, and Christian

nationalism Adherents and Sympathizers.

e Four in ten Americans (41%) favor “stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting
them if they are determined to be a threat to the country.” Republicans (60%) are roughly
twice as likely as independents (38%) and Democrats (27%) to agree.

* White evangelical Protestants (56%) are the only religious group with majority support for
stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting them, compared with fewer Hispan-
ic Protestants (49%), white Catholics (48%), and white mainline Protestants (46%). Support
among other religious groups is notably lower.

e Christian nationalism Adherents (67%) and Sympathizers (57%) are notably more likely than
Skeptics (40%) and Rejecters (23%) to favor stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship.
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Drivers of Violent Actions in Society

Broad Concern About Political Violence, With Sharp Partisan Divides
Over Its Causes

Solid majorities of most Americans believe political leaders failing to condemn the violent rhet-
oric of their own followers (67%), false or misleading information and images generated by Al
that spread on social media (64%), and public displays of hate symbols such as Nazi flags and
swastikas (61%) contribute a lot to violent actions in society. Fewer Americans, but still major-
ities, believe that easy access to guns and harsh and violent language in politics contribute to
violence a lot (both 53%).

FIGURE 1. What Drives Political Violence?

Percent of all Americans who say contributes a /ot to violent actions in society:
80
67
64 61
60 53 53

40
20
0

Political leaders False or misleading Public displays of hate Easy access to guns Harsh and violent

failing to condemn information and images ~ symbols such as Nazi language in politics

the violent rhetoric of generated by Al that flags and swastikas

their own followers spread on social media

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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However, Americans are divided along partisan lines in their views about drivers of political
violence. Democrats (80%) are 20 percentage points more likely than Republicans (60%) to agree
that the failure of political leaders to condemn violent rhetoric contributes to violent actions in
society and are 10 points more likely (72%) than Republicans (62%) to blame false and misleading
Al-generated information.

Partisan divides are wider concerning the role that public displays of hate symbols play in provok-
ing political violence, with three in four Democrats (76%) agreeing that such symbols contribute a
lot to political violence, compared with roughly half of Republicans (51%).

FIGURE 2. Views on Harsh and Violent Language and Public Displays of Hate Symbols as
Drivers of Violence, by Party
Percent who say contributes a /ot to violent actions in society:

Harsh and violent language in politics M Public displays of hate symbols such as
Nazi flags and swastikas

Democrat cc I 76
Independent = 59
Republican s 51

80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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Republicans are more than 50 percentage points less likely than Democrats to believe that easy
access to guns contributes to violent actions in society (28% vs. 81%).

Republicans are also less likely than Democrats to agree that harsh and violent language in poli-
tics contributes a lot to violent actions in society (46% to 66%).

PRRI first began asking Americans their views on the role of harsh and violent language in politics
and its link to violent actions in society in September 2019. Since that time, more than half of
Americans believe such language contributes to violence, peaking in January 2021 following the
Capitol riots, and then returning to slightly lower but still majority levels thereafter. While Demo-
crats have become slightly less likely to say that harsh and violent political language contributes a
lot to violent actions in society, Republicans have become 20 percentage points more likely to say
so since 2019.

FIGURE 3. Views on Harsh and Violent Language as a Driver of Violence, 2019-2025, by Party
Percent who say harsh and violent language in politics contributes a lot to violent actions in society:
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Source: PRRI Surveys, 2019-2025.
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Maijorities of all religious groups believe political leaders failing to condemn violent rhetoric of
their own followers and false or misleading information and images generated by Al that spread
on social media contribute a lot to violent actions in society. Similarly, majorities of all religious
groups also agree that the public displays of hate symbols such as Nazi flags and swastikas con-
tribute to political violence, except for Latter-day Saints (46%).

There is more variation across religious groups with respect to harsh and violent language in
politics and easy access to guns. Except for white evangelical Protestants (45%), at least half of
most religious groups say that harsh and violent language in politics contributes a lot to political
violence. White Christian groups are the least likely to agree that easy access to guns contributes
a lot to violence in society, with half of white Catholics (50%), 44% of white mainline/non-evangeli-
cal Protestants, and roughly one in four Latter-day Saints (28%) and white evangelical Protestants
(25%) in agreement.

FIGURE 4. Views on Harsh and Violent Language and Access to Guns as Drivers of Violence in
Society, by Religious Affiliation

Percent who say contributes a /ot to violent actions in society:
Harsh and violent language in politics M Easy access to guns

Hispanic Protestant o2 [N 61
Black Protestant so 76
Hispanic Catholic so [N 68
Jewish so [N 60
e hoa e non, I
evangelical Protestant 26 a4
White Catholic ss [ 50
Unaffiliated s3 [ 58
Cagon o christan —
religion 51 59
Latter-day Saint so [ 28
el —
Protestant 4 %

80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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Across most Christian nationalism, racial, educational attainment, gender, and age groups, major-
ities believe political leaders failing to condemn violent rhetoric from their own followers, Al-gen-
erated false or misleading information that spreads on social media, and public displays of hate
symbols such as Nazi flags and swastikas contribute a lot to violent actions in society.’

Views are more divided over easy access to guns as a factor in stoking political violence across
such groups. Fewer white (45%) and multiracial Americans (48%), as well as Christian nationalism
Adherents (36%) and Sympathizers (37%), believe easy access to guns contributes a lot to violent
actions in society, compared with majorities of other racial categories and Christian nationalist
groups. Fewer than half of non-college graduates (49%), Americans ages 18-29 (44%), and Ameri-
cans ages 30-39 (45%) agree that harsh and violent rhetoric contributes a lot to political violence.

Belief that all five factors contribute a lot to violent actions in society increases steadily with age,
especially among those ages 65 and older, and is consistently higher among women than men.

1 To measure Christian nationalism, PRRI used a battery of five questions based on respondents’ answers to

(1) The U.S. government should declare America a Christian nation, (2) U.S. laws should be based on Chris-
tian values, (3) If the U.S. moves away from our Christian foundations, we will not have a country anymore,
(4) Being Christian is an important part of being truly American, and (5) God has called Christians to exercise
dominion over all areas of American society. Each respondent receives a composite score on the Christian
nationalism scale (with a range of 0 to 1) and is then assigned to one of the four groups. For more informa-
tion about how measures are constructed and Christian nationalism more generally, please see our previ-
ous reports: A Christian Nation? Understanding the Threat of Christian Nationalism to American Democracy
and Culture, Support for Christian Nationalism in All 50 States: Findings from PRRI's 2023 American Values
Atlas, and Christian Nationalism Across All 50 States: Insights from PRRI's 2024 American Values Atlas.


https://prri.org/research/a-christian-nation-understanding-the-threat-of-christian-nationalism-to-american-democracy-and-culture/?_gl=1*1x8xqvd*_gcl_au*MTc3Mjc2Njk1Ni4xNzU1NDYxNjYw*_ga*MTI4MDM2MjQ0OC4xNzQ3NjY5ODc1*_ga_0B2WQXPZMT*czE3NjI5NTkxNzkkbzQyMCRnMSR0MTc2Mjk2MDcyMCRqNTMkbDAkaDA
https://prri.org/research/a-christian-nation-understanding-the-threat-of-christian-nationalism-to-american-democracy-and-culture/?_gl=1*1x8xqvd*_gcl_au*MTc3Mjc2Njk1Ni4xNzU1NDYxNjYw*_ga*MTI4MDM2MjQ0OC4xNzQ3NjY5ODc1*_ga_0B2WQXPZMT*czE3NjI5NTkxNzkkbzQyMCRnMSR0MTc2Mjk2MDcyMCRqNTMkbDAkaDA
https://prri.org/research/support-for-christian-nationalism-in-all-50-states/
https://prri.org/research/support-for-christian-nationalism-in-all-50-states/
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Justification of Political Violence
to Advance Political Goals

Few Americans Support the Use of Violence by Political Allies to Advance
Their Political Goals

Very few Americans justify the following actions by people who share their political beliefs to
advance important political goals: imprisoning a political opponent without a trial if that person
poses a clear danger to the country (12%); damaging or destroying property as a form of protest
(7%); pushing, shoving, or punching a political opponent (6%); posting the home address or pri-
vate phone number of a political opponent online so their family will be harassed (5%); or killing a
political opponent if that person poses a clear danger to the country (5%).

FIGURE 5. Justification of Violent Actions to Advance Political Goals
Percent who ___ that the following actions by people who share their political beliefs are justified
to advance important political goals:

M Completely Mostly Neither agree Mostly Completely
agree agree or disagree disagree disagree

Imprisoning a political opponent
without a trial if that person poses a B 17 17
clear danger to the country.

Damaging or destroying property as
a form of protest. B L L

Pushing, shoving, or punching a
political opponent. B L 12

Killing a political opponent if that
person poses a clear danger to the E 10 9
country.

Posting the home address or private
phone number of a political opponent 9 9
online so their family will be harassed.

0 20 40 60 80 100

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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There are few differences across party, religion, Christian nationalism groups, race, education,
and gender when it comes to agreement that such violent or hostile actions, when committed by
people with similar political beliefs, are justified to advance important political goals.

Very few older and younger Americans agree that such violent and hostile actions may be justi-
fied to advance political goals. However, while very strong majorities of Americans over the age
of 50 disagree that violent and harsh actions may justify political outcomes, such sentiments are
less widely shared among younger Americans, especially those under 30.

Roughly half of Americans ages 18-29 completely disagree that damaging or destroying property
as a form of protest (50%) or pushing, shoving or punching a political opponent (54%) is justified;
nearly six in ten completely disagree that killing a political opponent without a trial if they pose a
danger to the country (59%) and doxxing (62%) is justified. Roughly four in ten younger Americans
completely disagree that imprisoning a political opponent without a trial if that person poses a
clear danger to the country is justified.

FIGURE 6. Opposition to Justifying Violent Actions to Advance Political Goals, by Age
Percent who completely disagree that the following actions by people who share their political
beliefs are justified to advance important political goals:

B All Americans M 18-29 30-49 [ 50-64 W 65+
90
- g1 83 g2 84 82 81 g0 83
75
73 4 n AN 70
70 65
62
60 59 " 58 58
50 52 51
50
41

40
30
20
10

Posting a political Killing a political Attacking a political Damaging property Imprisoning a

opponent’s private opponent opponent political opponent

information

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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Opposition to Political Violence Remains Widespread, Despite Modest
Partisan Shifts Since Trump’s First Year in Office

Most Americans (77%) disagree that “because things have gotten so far off track, true American
patriots may have to resort to violence in order to save our country,” compared with 20% of those
who agree. These percentages have remained stable since the question was first asked in March
2021, except for a peak in support at 23% in 2023.

While there is little difference among Republicans (19%), independents (19%), and Democrats
(17%) in support for political violence today, support has varied among Democrats and Republi-
cans since the first time the question was asked in 2021.

During Joe Biden's presidency, support among Republicans was significantly higher, ranging from
a low of 27% to a high of 35% in August 2021. Today, roughly one year into President Donald
Trump's second term, 19% of Republicans agree that true American patriots may have to resort
to violence to save the country. Democrats’ support for political violence has been consistently
low, ranging from a low of 7% to a high of 13%, but has increased since September 2025 from
12%. Independents’ support for political violence has been consistent since March 2021.

FIGURE 7. Support for Political Violence, 2021-2025, by Party
Percent who agree that because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots may
have to resort to violence in order to save our country:

=== All Americans == Republican == Democrat

40 Trump Reelected
30

28

20

20 / 19

15 17
10

7
0

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2021-2025.
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Since early 2021, support for political violence has fluctuated across religious groups. Support

for political violence has dissipated among white Christians since Trump's election in November
2024—although, overall, support among white evangelical Protestants has tended to be higher. In
December 2025, about one-quarter of non-Christians (27%) and Hispanic Catholics (23%) support
political violence in order to save the country. Support is lower among unaffiliated Americans
(22%), white evangelical Protestants (21%), Black Protestants (17%), white Catholics (15%), and
white mainline/non-evangelical Protestants (13%).2

FIGURE 8. Support for Political Violence, 2021-2025, by Religious Affiliation
Percent who agree that because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots may
have to resort to violence in order to save our country:

= All = White White Christian Non- Unaffiliated
Americans evangelical Christian of color Christian
Protestant

40 Trump Reelected

30
27
21

20 19 A  —— / ;\ // 20

- ® N
12 ==
10 g
0
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2021-2025.

Support for political violence has consistently been highest among Christian nationalism Adher-
ents and lowest among Rejecters, with Sympathizers and Skeptics falling in between. From late
2022 through 2025, support among Adherents has declined, while Sympathizers have remained
relatively stable, with higher support throughout much of 2024. Support among Skeptics has also
remained stable, while support among Rejecters, though still comparatively low, has more than
doubled since PRRI first asked this question.

2 Jewish Americans are combined with other non-Christians due to low sample size
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FIGURE 9. Support for Political Violence, 2022-2025, by Christian Nationalism Groups
Percent who agree that because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots may
have to resort to violence in order to save our country:

=== All Americans Adherent Sympathizer Skeptic Rejecter
20 Trump Reelected
40 40
30
28
25

22
20 20
16 M -
15
10
6

2023 2024 2025

Source: PRRI Surveys, 2022-2025.

Younger Americans and those without a four-year college degree are more likely than older
Americans to agree “because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots may have
to resort to violence in order to save our country.” It is notable that Americans ages 18-29 have
remained relatively stable in their support since PRRI first asked this question in March 2021
(17%), with a peak in the fall of 2023 (25%) and again in December 2025 (27%). Older age groups
have also varied over time, with an increase in support since March 2025.

In this survey, we included a wording variation to evaluate whether the question’s use of the

term “true American patriots” influences responses: “Because things have gotten so far off track,
everyday Americans may have to resort to violence in order to save our country.” Here, we found
that 77% of Americans disagree, compared with 21% who agree. Results across party, religion,
Christian nationalism groups, race, education, age, and gender do not differ significantly from
those for our standard question.

15
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Who Is Responsible for Political Violence?

Are Right-Wing or Left-Wing Groups Most Responsible?

Americans are roughly split as to whether right-wing groups (44%) or left-wing groups (41%) are
responsible for most political violence today. However, Democrats overwhelmingly attribute
responsibility to right-wing groups (73%), while Republicans attribute responsibility to left-wing
groups (72%). Independents are 10 percentage points more likely to say that right-wing groups
(45%) are the most responsible for political violence today than left-wing groups (35%).

FIGURE 10. Who Is Responsible for Political Violence? by Party

Percent who agree ____ are responsible for most political violence today:
Left-wing groups M Right-wing groups
All Americans « 44
Republican 72 [—— 18
Independent 35 _ 45
Democrat 15 - 73
80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

While both Christians of color and non-Christians are more likely to attribute responsibility

to right-wing than left-wing groups for most political violence today (both 50% vs. 36%), white
Christian groups attribute more responsibility to left-wing than right-wing groups (54% vs. 31%).
Religiously unaffiliated Americans are more than twice as likely to attribute responsibility to right-
wing than left-wing groups (56% vs. 27%).
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FIGURE 11. Who Is Responsible for Political Violence? by Religious Affiliation

Percent who agree ____ are responsible for most political violence today:
Left-wing groups M Right-wing groups

All Americans 41 _ 44
White Christian < e 31
Christian of color o [ 50
Non-Christian 3 [ 50
Unaffiliated 27 _ 56

60 40 20 0 20 40 60

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

Attribution of blame for political violence differs most dramatically among Christian nationalist
groups. Most Christian nationalism Adherents (73%) and Sympathizers (64%) attribute respon-
sibility to left-wing groups, while most Rejecters (72%) attribute responsibility to right-wing
groups. Skeptics are divided, with roughly similar shares blaming left-wing (38%) and right-wing
(42%) groups.

About half or more Americans of color, including multiracial Americans (48%), Hispanic Americans
(49%), Black Americans (51%), and AAPI (53%), attribute more responsibility to right-wing groups
than left-wing groups (36% of both Hispanic and multiracial Americans, 29% of AAPI, and 27% of
Black Americans), while white Americans attribute more responsibility to left-wing groups (45%)
than right-wing groups (39%).

Views of responsibility for political violence slightly differ by education. College graduates are
more likely than non-college graduates to attribute responsibility to right-wing groups, while
non-college graduates are slightly more likely to blame left-wing groups.
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A Slim Majority of Americans Express Concerns About Deploying the Na-
tional Guard to Patrol American Cities

A slim majority of Americans (52%) agree that the deployment of the National Guard to patrol
American cities may cause more violence than it prevents, while 44% disagree—yet both Demo-
crats (80%) and independents (60%) are far more likely to agree than Republicans (23%).

FIGURE 12. Views on the Deployment of the National Guard, by Party
Percent who that the deployment of the National Guard to patrol American cities may cause
more violence than it prevents:

I Completely Mostly Skipped Mostly Completely
agree agree disagree disagree
All Americans “ 3 27
Democrat T 1. 12
Independent “ 2 26
Republican 1 42
0 20 40 60 80 100

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

While over six in ten religiously unaffiliated Americans (65%), Christians of color (61%), and
non-Christians (61%) agree that deploying the National Guard to patrol American cities may cause
more violence than it prevents, just 39% of white Christians share this view. Notably, white evan-
gelical Protestants are the least likely to agree (29%), compared with white Catholics (42%) and
white non-evangelical Protestants (44%).

Christian nationalism Rejecters (80%) are the most likely to agree that deploying the National
Guard to patrol American cities may cause more violence than it prevents, followed by Skeptics
(54%), Sympathizers (37%), and Adherents (26%).
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FIGURE 13. Views on the Deployment of the National Guard, by Religious Affiliation and
Christian Nationalism Groups

Percent who agree that the deployment of the National Guard to patrol American cities may
cause more violence than it prevents:

All Americans NN 5>

Religious Affiliation Christian Nationalism
G
Christian 39 Adherent _ 26
Non-Christian | ©' sympathizer | 37
Geston o I
of color 61 Skeptic 54
Unaffiliated | 65 Rejecter | =0
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

Education, race, and age also shape such attitudes. College-educated Americans, Americans of
color, and Americans under 50 are more likely than non-college graduates, white Americans,
and Americans over 50 to agree that deploying the National Guard may cause more violence
than it prevents.
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Views on Trump's Jan. 6 Pardons,
Protesters, and Stripping Citizenship

Most Americans Oppose Trump'’s Jan. 6 Pardons

Nearly seven in ten Americans (68%) oppose “President Trump's pardoning of over 1,500 people
convicted for their role in the attacks on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021,” compared with 29%
who favor it. Republicans (63%) are far more likely to favor these pardons than independents
(22%) and Democrats (4%).

FIGURE 14. Views on January 6 Pardons, by Party
Percent who ___ President Trump’s pardoning of over 1,500 people convicted for their role in the
attacks on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021:

M strongly Favor Skipped Oppose Strongly
favor oppose
All Americans “ 3 23
Republican “ 3 23
Independent 2 27
Democrat I 14
0 20 40 60 80 100

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

White Christian groups (45%), particularly white evangelical Protestants (58%), are more likely
than non-Christians (24%), Christians of color (19%), and unaffiliated Americans (18%) to favor
Trump’s Jan. 6 pardons. Similarly, Christian nationalism Adherents (61%) and Sympathizers (49%)
are significantly more likely than Skeptics (25%) and Rejecters (8%) to favor these pardons.

Across racial, age, gender, and educational attainment groups, majorities of Americans oppose
Trump's Jan.6 pardons.
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FIGURE 15. Views on January 6 Pardons, by Religious Affiliation and Christian Nationalism Groups
Percent who favor President Trump’s pardoning of over 1,500 people convicted for their role in
the attacks on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021:

All Americans _ 29

Religious Affiliation Christian Nationalism
it —
Christian 45 Adherent 61
Non-Christian | 24 Sympathizer | 49
Spstian < I
of color . BB Skeptic 25
Unaffiliated _ 18 Rejecter - 8

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

Americans who agree that “because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots
may have to resort to violence in order to save our country” are 10 percentage points more likely
than those who disagree to favor Jan. 6 pardons (37% vs. 27%).

Most Americans View Protesters as Making Our Country Better

Most Americans (68%) agree that “when Americans speak up and protest unfair treatment by the
government, it always makes our country better,” compared with 29% who disagree. Agreement
increased since 2015 (63%) when the question was first asked.

Though majorities of partisans agree that protesting unfair treatment by the government makes
our country better, Democrats (82%) and independents (72%) are more likely than Republicans
(56%) to agree. Agreement has increased consistently among Democrats since 2015, while among
Republicans, it declined significantly in 2020 before rising again in 2025. Independents closely
mirror all Americans, with slightly higher agreement in 2025.

Solid majorities of all religious groups also agree that protesting unfair treatment by the govern-
ment makes the country better, though agreement ranges from 59% among white evangelical
Protestants to more than 70% among Hispanic Catholics (72%), Black Protestants (72%), religious-
ly unaffiliated Americans (73%), and other non-Christians (77%).

While majorities of Christian nationalism groups also agree that protesting unfair treatment by
the government makes our country better, there are significant differences based on groups:
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FIGURE 16. Views on Protesting, 2015-2025, by Party
Percent who agree that when Americans speak up and protest unfair treatment by the govern-
ment, it always makes our country better:
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Source: PRRI Surveys, 2015, 2020, & 2025.

Rejecters (83%) are nearly 30 points more likely than Adherents (54%) to agree, compared with
69% of Skeptics (61%) and Sympathizers (61%).

Across racial, age, gender, and educational attainment groups, majorities of Americans agree that
speaking up and protesting unfair treatment by the government makes the country better.

FIGURE 17. Views on Protesting, by Religious Affiliation and Christian Nationalism Groups
Percent who agree that when Americans speak up and protest unfair treatment by the govern-
ment, it always makes our country better:
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Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.
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Opposition to Stripping Citizenship and Deporting U.S. Citizens Deemed a
Threat to the Country Is Widespread, With Some Exceptions

Four in ten Americans (41%) favor “stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting them
if they are determined to be a threat to the country,” compared with a majority (55%) who oppose
this policy. Republicans (60%) are roughly twice as likely as independents (38%) and Democrats
(27%) to agree with this policy.

FIGURE 18. Views on Stripping Citizenship and Deporting Those Deemed a Threat, by Party
Percent who ___ stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting them if they are deter-
mined to be a threat to the country:
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Source: PRRI Political Violence Survey, Nov. 21-Dec. 8, 2025.

White evangelical Protestants (56%) are the only religious group with majority support for strip-
ping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting them, compared with roughly half of Hispanic
Protestants (49%), white Catholics (48%), and white mainline Protestants (46%). Support among
other religious groups is notably lower. Christian nationalism Adherents (67%) or Sympathizers
(57%) are notably more likely than Skeptics (40%) and Rejecters (23%) to favor stripping U.S. citi-
zens of their citizenship.

College graduates, younger Americans, and men are less likely than non-college graduates, older
Americans, and women to favor stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship.

Americans who agree that “because things have gotten so far off track, true American patriots
may have to resort to violence in order to save our country” are about 10 percentage points more
likely than those who disagree to favor stripping U.S. citizens from their citizenship if they are
determined a threat to the country (51% vs. 40%).
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FIGURE 19. Views on Stripping Citizenship and Deporting Those Deemed a Threat, by
Religious Affiliation

Percent who favor stripping U.S. citizens of their citizenship and deporting them if they are deter-
mined to be a threat to the country:
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APPENDIX. Survey
Methodology

The survey was designed and conducted by
PRRI. The survey was conducted among a repre-
sentative sample of 5,547 adults (age 18 and up)
living in all 50 states in the United States, who
are part of Ipsos's KnowledgePanel and an ad-
ditional 188 who were recruited by Ipsos using
opt-in survey panels to increase the sample sizes
in smaller states. Interviews were conducted on-
line between November 21 - December 8, 2025.

Respondents are recruited to the Knowledge-
Panel using an addressed-based sampling
methodology from the Delivery Sequence File
of the USPS - a database with full coverage

of all delivery addresses in the U.S. As such, it
covers all households regardless of their phone
status, providing a representative online sam-
ple. Unlike opt-in panels, households are not
permitted to “self-select” into the panel; and are
generally limited to how many surveys they can
take within a given time period.

The initial sample drawn from the Knowledge-
Panel was adjusted using pre-stratification
weights so that it approximates the adult U.S.
population. Next, a probability proportional to
size (PPS) sampling scheme was used to select
a representative sample.

To reduce the effects of any non-response bias,
a post-stratification adjustment was applied.
The needed benchmarks were obtained from
the latest 2024 March supplement of the Cur-
rent Population Survey (CPS), except language

Total Sample

Male

Female

Republican
Independent
Democrat
Other/Don’t know

White, non-Hispanic
Black, non-Hispanic
Hispanic

AAPI

Multiracial

Other

18-29
30-49
50-64
65+

White evangelical Protestant
White mainline/non-evangelical

Protestant
Black Protestant
Hispanic Protestant

Other Protestant of color

White Catholic
Hispanic Catholic
Latter-day Saint
Other Christian
Jewish

Non-Christian religion

Religiously unaffiliated

Northeast
Midwest
South
West

TABLE A1. Demographic, Political, Religious,
and Geographic Subgroup Sample Sizes

General Public
(unweighted)

5,735

2,673
3,062

1,675

1,772

1,764
524

4,054
603
636
231
175

36

685
1,615
1,546
1,889

856
885

374
153
138
848
274
108
139
130
249
1,521

984
1,315
1,969
1,467

25
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proficiency, which is not available from CPS, and was obtained from the 2023 American Commu-
nity Survey (ACS). Additionally, the 2024 vote choice benchmark was obtained from the Associ-
ated Press Tabulation of Certified Results. The post-stratification weight rebalanced the sample
based on the following benchmarks: gender by age, race/ethnicity, education, income, language
proficiency, Census region by metropolitan status, and 2024 presidential vote choice. Additionally,
we included individual states (50 states plus D.C.) to account for the oversampling of some states.

The margin of error for the national survey is +/- 1.58 percentage points at the 95% level of confi-
dence, including the design effect for the survey of 1.5. In addition to sampling error, surveys may
also be subject to error or bias due to question wording, context, and order effects. Additional
details about the KnowledgePanel can be found on the Ipsos website: https://www.ipsos.com/

en-us/solution/knowledgepanel
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About PRRI

PRRI

PRRI is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to research at the intersection of religion,
values, and public life.

Our mission is to help journalists, opinion leaders, scholars, clergy, and the general public better
understand debates on public policy issues and the role of religion and values in American public
life by conducting high quality public opinion surveys and qualitative research.

PRRI is a member of the American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR), the Ameri-
can Political Science Association (APSA), and the American Academy of Religion (AAR), and follows
the highest research standards of independence and academic excellence.

PRRI is also a supporting organization of the Transparency Initiative at AAPOR, an initiative to
place the value of openness at the center of the public opinion research profession.

As a nonpartisan, independent research organization, PRRI does not take positions on, nor do we
advocate for, particular policies. Research supported by our funders reflects PRRI's commitment

to independent inquiry and academic rigor. Research findings and conclusions are never altered

to accommodate other interests, including those of funders, other organizations, or government

bodies and officials.

History

Since PRRI's founding in 2009, our research has become a standard source of trusted informa-
tion among journalists, scholars, policy makers, clergy, and the general public. PRRI research
has been cited in thousands of media stories and academic publications and plays a leading
role in deepening public understanding of the changing religious landscape and its role in shap-
ing American politics.

For a full list of recent projects, see our research page: www.prri.org/research. PRRI also main-
tains a lively online presence on Bluesky (@prri.org), Facebook (facebook.com/prripoll), Instagram
(instagram.com/prripoll), and Threads (threads.com/@prripoll).
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